NORTH WASHINGTON BABE RUTH BASEBALL


FALL BABE RUTH BASEBALL STATE MEETING MINUTES

September 17, 2005 – Denny’s Restaurant, North Bend, WA
Attendees:

Bob Fojtik (District #8 Commissioner), Jim Allen (District #2 Commissioner), Mike Love (District #1 Assistant Commissioner), Jim Marcotte (Umpire-in-Chief), Randy Boruff (State Commissioner), Brent Stenman (Assistant State Commissioner), Bill Walker (Naches Babe Ruth Baseball), Larry Kinney (District #3 Commissioner), Bob Seamons (District #6 Commissioner), Karie Stephens (Redmond Babe Ruth Baseball).

The meeting was called to order at 10:05 AM by State Commissioner Randy Boruff.

· Opening Remarks, Welcome & Introduction
· Randy introduced himself, and had everyone else do brief self-introductions around the table.  There were no representatives present from Districts #4, #5, or #7.

· Acceptance of Agenda

· Randy presented the meeting agenda and asked for acceptance.  There was a motion, a second, and a vote of approval (MSA).

· Secretary’s Report

· Brent presented copies of the minutes from the Spring Meeting and asked for acceptance.  MSA.  A short discussion followed regarding the new league age situation.
· Financial Report

· Randy presented the Financial Statement for the period 9/1/04 through 8/31/05.  The balance as of 9/1/03 was $2,954, and the balance as of 8/31/05 is $3,500.  However, there are still some bills to pay.  Randy stated that the balance should never go below $2,200, since that was the amount in the account a few years ago when Randy took over.
· District Reports

· District #1 – Assistant District Commissioner Mike Love reported that the numbers this year were the same they have been in years past.  They are replacing the natural grass in the stadium with field turf, and will hopefully host another tournament when that is done.
· District #2 - District Commissioner Jim Allen reported that they had about the same numbers this year as they have had in years past.  Junior Legion has taken most of the 15 year old players.  They are trying to recruit more players from the Arlington area.
· District #3 - District Commissioner Larry Kinney reported that the District is looking about the same as far as numbers are concerned.  Some areas are down, but others are up, so it’s about a wash.  Redmond Little League will not have a Junior Little League program next year, so that will benefit Babe Ruth.
· District #4 – Nobody Present.
· District #5 - Nobody present.
· District #6 - District Commissioner Bob Seamons reported that there is a new Director of SYSA, so it’s been a bit of a rough year for baseball.  However, he feels that the new director has some good ideas, and will be good for baseball.  Numbers were down a bit again this year.  They were down a few teams at the 13 level, and the 14/15 level.  They did, however, grow by a team in the 16-18 level.  Spokane had no Tournament teams this year in the 13-15 level, but they did have a team in the 16-18 Tournament in Port Angeles.
· District #7 - Nobody present.
· District #8 – District Commissioner Bob Fojtik reported that numbers were up this year.  It was also noted that Central Kitsap also won the State Tournament, and placed 3rd at the Regional Tournament.
· State Tournament Reports

· 13 State Tournament (Redmond) - District #3 Commissioner Larry Kinney and Karie Stephens from Redmond reported that it was a fantastic Tournament.  The only issue was that the City of Redmond would not allow them to collect money from the sale of tickets, so that hurt them financially.  Central Kitsap (District #8 – Silverdale) won the Tournament.

· 14 State Tournament (Naches) – District #3 Commissioner (Tournament Commissioner-in-Charge) reported that while it was a good Tournament, there were some problems.  The Sammammish team had some attitude problems, and there was one issue with a parent of another team.  Overall it was a great experience.  Bainbridge Island (District #8) won the Tournament.

· 15 State Tournament (Port Angeles) - Assistant State Commissioner Brent Stenman reported that it was an excellent Tournament.  Port Angeles always does a good job, and they did again this year.  It was also noted that the umpire crew did a great job.  North Kitsap (District #4 – Poulsbo) won the Tournament.

· 16 State Tournament (Redmond) – District #3 Commissioner Larry Kinney and Karie Stephens reported that it was a good Tournament, but not good financially.  They could not collect money from tickets sales due to the City of Redmond, and they also had poor t-shirt and program sales.  They had one issue with an umpire ruling, but that was it.  The Columbia Basin Junior River Dogs won the Tournament.
· 16-18 State Tournament (Port Angeles) – Assistant State Commissioner Brent Stenman reported that it was a very well organized Tournament as usual, as Port Angeles always does a good job.  The facility was in excellent condition, and the umpires did a great job.  There was also some very high quality competition.  There were some issues with Tournament Documents, but most of them got taken care of during the first afternoon of the Tournament.  The Seattle Sea Dogs won the Tournament.
· Regional Tournament Reports
· Assistant State Commissioner Brent Stenman reported the following Regional Tournament winners:

· Lewiston (Idaho) – 13

· Hazel Dell Metro (South Washington) – 14

· Phoenix Talent (Southern Oregon) – 15

· Calgary (Alberta) – 16

· Columbia Basin River Dogs (North Washington) – 16/18

· Umpire in Chief Report

· Jim Marcotte reported that everything went very pretty smoothly this year at all of the various State Tournaments.  Everyone agreed that with some very minor exceptions the umpiring across the state was very good.  Jim reviewed the cost pay structure for the various levels for 2 and 3 man crews, and it was also noted that the new pay structure was very well received.  It was also noted that Northern Washington is more organized than most of the others areas in our Region.
· Old Business
· There was no old business

· New Business

· North/South Boundary Issues – This is a dead issue.  Randy has talked to Southern Washington, and they want Pierce County to remain in Southern Washington.  It has also been discussed at the Regional level.  No change will take place.
· District Alignment – There is an issue now because of some Districts not sending representatives to each Tournament age level.  This will be an ongoing discussion.  We will talk about this again at the Spring meeting.
· State Tournament Formats – Randy is no longer a fan of the Round Robin “Pool Play” format.  We may consider going back to the Double Elimination format.  Randy would like to make all of the State Tournaments just 8 team Tournaments using the Double Elimination format.  We may have to have some “Bi-District” playoffs to figure out the 8 teams if every District thinks they will have a participant.  We will talk about this again at the Spring meeting.
· Election Year – This is the year in which we’re supposed to vote for Commissioners.  All are going okay with the exception of District #7.  Jim Henderson is a possible replacement for Rob Clemenson.  Randy Boruff was also elected as the State Commissioner again (MSA).
· 2006 State Tournament Sites

· Naches (District #7) has requested the 13 State Tournament.

· North Kitsap (District #4) and District #8 have requested the 14 State Tournament.
· Othello (District #7) has requested the 15 State Tournament.

· There was no decision made on a 16 State Tournament for 2006, although North Kitsap (District #4) expressed interest.

· There was no decision made on the 16-18 State Tournament for 2006.
· Closing remarks

· Randy thanked everyone for coming.  No definitive decision was made in regards to the date (sometime in March), but the meeting will be held in North Bend.
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