NORTH WASHINGTON BABE RUTH BASEBALL


FALL MEETING MINUTES

September 26, 2009 – Los Cabos Mexican Restaurant, North Bend, WA

Attendees:

Randy Boruff (State Commissioner), Jim Marcotte (Umpire-in-Chief), Jim Allen (District 1/2 Commissioner), Jerry Henderson (Columbia Basin River Dogs), Dan Estes (District 4 Commissioner), Steven Smith (District 5/7), Jack Nannery (North Kitsap Babe Ruth), J. Garthwaite (Kent Bulldogs), Bill Peterson (Assistant State Commissioner), Brent Stenman (Assistant State Commissioner).

The meeting was called to order at 11:00 AM by State Commissioner Randy Boruff.

· Opening Remarks, Welcome & Introduction

· Randy introduced himself, and went around the room and had everyone introduce themselves.

· Acceptance of Agenda

· Randy presented the meeting agenda and asked for acceptance.  There was a motion, a second, and a vote of approval (MSA).

· Secretary’s Report

· Randy asked for acceptance.  There was one correction to the minutes, which is that Bill Peterson was not listed as being in attendance.  With the correction, Randy again asked for acceptance.  There was a motion, a second, and a vote of approval (MSA).

· Financial Report

· Randy reported that there is a balance of $2,450 in the account, minus the $200 for the food/room for today’s meeting.  That would make the balance $2,250.  Randy again stated that the balance should never go below $2,200, since that was the amount in the account several years ago when Randy took over from prior President Bob Mayer.

· District Reports

· District 1/2: District Commissioner Jim Allen reported that it was a successful year, with a 14 year old State champion (Burlington) and a 15 year old State Champion (Snohomish County Express) from their District.  The District also hosted the 13 year old State Tournament in Anacortes, which was a good event.  There may some potential for growth at the 15 year old level due to the lack of “C” teams at the local high schools.
· District 3: District Commissioner Les Dow was not able to attend the meeting.  State Commissioner Randy Boruff reported that the District had 144 teams registered in the 15-18 year old ages.  They should have about the same number next season, with possibly some teams added at the 13-14 level.
· District 4: District Commissioner Dan Estes reported that Port Angeles hosted the 14 year old State Tournament and that it was a good event as usual.  Their numbers are about the same as last year.
· District 5/7: District Commissioner Steven Smith reported that their numbers are slightly up.  Othello is back with Babe Ruth, but they did lose the Panorama League.  Yakima has also inquired about coming back to Babe Ruth.  Ellensburg won the 13 State Tournament that was held in Anacortes.  Their District also hosted the 15 year old State Tournament in Ellensburg which as a great event at a very nice, new facility.  The 16-18 year old World Series was also held in Moses Lake to much success.
· District 6: State Commissioner Randy Boruff reported that there is a new District Commissioner.  Randy thanked Bob Seamons (who was not in attendance) for his years of service, and announced that Dan Peck is the new District Commissioner.  Evidently Dan has been involved with Little League in North Spokane, and they have elected to move away from Little League to go with Cal Ripken and Babe Ruth.  There will be approximately 1,100 new players from North Spokane involved with Cal Ripken and Babe Ruth.  The primary reason they have elected to move away from Little League is the fact that Cal Ripken offers the 70 foot base paths.  They are currently preparing to form a 501©3 non-profit corporation, and they should be ready by approximately mid October.
· District 8: District Commissioner Bob Fojtik was unable to attend.  State Commissioner Randy Boruff and Assistant State Commissioners Bill Peterson and Brent Stenman all contributed to the District 8 report.  Evidently everyone from the South Kitsap, Bremerton and Central Kitsap areas registered via Central Kitsap Babe Ruth, as per approval at the Spring meeting.  Bainbridge did have a league, but was not able to field teams for the Tournament season.  It is still possible that Bainbridge Island could merge with District 4 at the 13-15 level.  Randy stated that the Central/South Kitsap areas will not have an automatic berth to the State Tournament at the 16-18 level.
· State Tournament Reports

· 13 State Tournament (Anacortes): District 1/2 Commissioner Jim Allen reported that 
Ellensburg was the winner.  He said it was a very good Tournament, and that the only issue they had at all was that there was some “non-official” tournament rosters.
· 14 State Tournament (Port Angeles): District 4 Commissioner Dan Estes reported that Burlington was the winner.  Dan said the Tournament was very successful, as they usually are in Port Angeles, and that the umpiring was very good as usual.
· 13-15 State Tournament (Ellensburg): District 5/7 Commissioner Steven Smith reported that the Snohomish County Express was the winner.  He said it was an excellent tournament at a beautiful brand new facility, and that they would love to host more tournaments there in the future.  The only notable issue they had was numerous complaints about the “select” teams from the Snohomish County area (more comments later in new business about that).
· 16-18 State Tournament (Kent): State Commissioner Randy Boruff reported that the Puget Sound Roxx was the winner and advanced directly to the World Series in Moses Lake, while the Kent Bulldogs took 2nd place and advanced to the Regional Tournament.  As a side note, the Puget Sound Roxx went on to win the World Series.  Randy said that it was a good, balanced tournament and everything went very smoothly.  Kent (host) came away with a $1,000 profit on the tournament, thanks in part to the $250 per team entry fee.  Randy thinks that because so many teams took place in a Babe Ruth tournament format for the first time that many of them will be back again next year even though many of them just did it this year because the State, Regional and World Series Tournaments were all in Washington.
· Regional Tournament Reports

· Assistant State Commissioner Brent Stenman reported the following Regional Tournament winners:

· 13 Regional Tournament (Bozeman, MT): Kennewick (Southern Washington) won the Tournament to advance to the World Series in Murray, UT.
· 14 Regional Tournament (Moscow, ID): Coos Bay/North Bend (Southern Oregon) won the Tournament to advance to the World Series in Appleton, WI.
· 13-15 Regional Tournament (Centralia, WA): Centralia (Host-Southern Washington) won the Tournament to advance to the World Series in Longview, WA.
· 16-18 Regional Tournament (Seattle, WA): Chaffey Baseball Club (Host-Northern Washington) won the Tournament to advance to the World Series in Moses Lake, WA.
· World Series Reports

· Assistant State Commissioner Brent Stenman reported the following World Series winners:

· 13 World Series (Murray, UT): Tallahassee-Leon, Florida was the winner.

· 14 World Series (Appleton, WI): Hamilton, Arizona was the winner.

· 13-15 World Series (Longview, WA): Tallahassee-Leon, Florida was the winner.

· 16-18 World Series (Moses Lake, WA): The Puget Sound Roxx (Northern Washington State Champion) was the winner.  State Commissioner Randy Boruff coached his Columbia Basin River Dogs to a 3rd place finish.  He said everything went very well at the World Series, and because the local team did well they had pretty good crowds at those games.  They didn’t make as much money as they’d hoped, but it still went well.  Randy also noted that Steven Smith ran the press box for Babe Ruth and did a very good job.
· Umpire-in-Chief Report

· UIC Jim Marcotte first presented a baseball signed by all of the umpires at the World Series to World Series host (and State Commissioner) Randy Boruff.  Marcotte said that after having done the World Series this year in Moses Lake after doing the same World Series last year in Ohio that this one in Moses Lake was better organized and ran more smoothly, and that Randy treated the umpires very well.  Marcotte then reported that the fees went fine according to the schedule that was laid out last year, and that there would be no changes for next year.  However, he did recommend one change, which is that there should be 3-man mechanics after Pool Play in the single elimination rounds.  After that he reported that everything went very pretty smoothly this year at all of the various State Tournaments.  He noted that the ball field in Ellensburg was not quite completed (as it was brand new), but that it still went just fine (and the facility was awesome).  Everyone agreed that with some very minor exceptions the umpiring across the state was very good, as usual.

· Old Business

· Review of State Tournament entry fee:
· State Commissioner Randy Boruff has somewhat changed his mind (from the spring meeting) about the entry fees.  He now recommends that there be no entry fee for the tournaments at the 13-15 levels, but he still believes that there should be an entry fee at the 16-18 level, probably around $250 per team.  Part of the reason for this is that many parents don’t travel with the teams at the 16-18 year old level, so there isn’t as much opportunity to make money from ticket sales at that age level.  There was a lengthy discussion around the table about the pros and cons of the entry fee.  It was decided that the issue would be tabled for further discussion at the Spring meeting.
· New Business

· Issue of select teams vs. community teams at State Tournaments:
· District 5/7 Commissioner Steve Smith started the discussion, as he had asked that this topic be added to the agenda.  The issue came up at the 15 year old State Tournament in Ellensburg, as it seemed that the Snohomish and Bothell teams were both “select” teams rather than Babe Ruth “League” teams.  All of the other teams at that State Tournament complained about this issue.  State Commissioner Randy Boruff led a lengthy conversation about this.  What it boils down to is that these teams registered as Babe Ruth teams and supposedly played enough Babe Ruth League games to qualify for the State Tournament, so there is not an issue as far as Randy is concerned.  Other areas could do the same thing if they want---that is, pick their All Star teams ahead of the regular season and play in Tournaments on the weekends, etc.  Most District Commissioners do not seem to be in favor of that due to the conflict of “All Stars” taking priority over the rest of the “regular” league players.  However, according to Randy, what those teams did is evidently legal.

· Election of District Commissioners & State Commissioner:

· State Commissioner Randy Boruff nominated all of the current District Commissioners with the exception of District 6 where in nominated Dan Peck to be the new District Commissioner.  He also volunteered to be State Commissioner again unless someone else wanted the job.  There were no takers other than Randy for State Commissioner.  There was a motion, a second, and a vote of approval (MSA).

· Discussion of new age group:

· State Commissioner Randy Boruff reported that he and Jerry Henderson are working on a proposal for new age groups.  They would like to see a 19& under “open class” age group to include college players, and a “Prep” league which would mean anyone still having high school eligibility.  In other words it would be broken down not specifically by age but by high school eligibility.  For example if an 18 or 19 year old player was going to be going back to high school for their senior year they would still be eligible to play in the “Prep” division.  Randy and Jerry will be working on a proposal to submit to Babe Ruth.

· State Tournament interest:
· Ellensburg, Kent, Port Angeles, and Ephrata expressed an interest in hosting State Tournaments in 2010.  See below for specifics.

· Regional Tournament interest:
· The only thing discussed was the Regional Tournament issue at the 16-18 year old level for 2010 and 2011.  The 16-18 year old Regional Tournament for 2010 had been awarded to Northern Washington at the 2009 Regional Meeting in Reno.  It was understood that either Port Angeles or Poulsbo (with Ephrata as a back up) would host that Regional Tournament.  After discussions between Assistant State Commissioners Bill Peterson (Port Angeles) and Brent Stenman (Poulsbo) it was decided that Port Angeles would be the Host.  Unfortunately 16-18 year old Assistant Regional Commissioner Butch Hert was not in attendance at the Regional Meeting in Reno, and he was under the impression that the 16-18 year old Regional had not been awarded to anyone, so he subsequently awarded it to Portland, Oregon (Northern Oregon).  So, because of the misunderstanding, Port Angeles has agreed to give up the 2010 16-18 year old Regional Tournament to Portland, Oregon with the understanding that they (Port Angeles) will receive the 2011 16-18 year old Regional Tournament.  Port Angeles will also receive the 14 year old State Tournament in 2010 as consolation.  Randy assured Bill Peterson that this is a done deal sealed with the approval of Butch Hert and Regional Commissioner Gord Welbourne.

· 2010 State Tournament Sites/Dates
· 13 State Tournament: Report date July 18 in Ellensburg (Spokane will be the back up).
· 14 State Tournament: Report date July 18 in Port Angeles.
· 13-15 State Tournament: Report date July 18 in Kent (tentative).  The date of this tournament may be moved up one week for a report date of July 11.
· 16-18 State Tournament: Report date July 13 in Ephrata, WA.
· 2010 Regional Tournament Sites/Dates
· 13 Regional Tournament: Report date August 1st in Idaho Falls, ID.
· 14 Regional Tournament: Report date August 1st in Lewiston, ID.
· 13-15 Regional Tournament: Report date August 1st in Klamath Falls, OR.

· 16-18 Regional Tournament: Report date July 21st in Portland, OR.

· 2010 World Series Sites/Dates
· 13 World Series: Report date August 17th in Levelland, TX.

· 14 World Series: Report date August 19th in Loudoun County, VA.

· 13-15 World Series: Report date August 18th in Monticello, AR.

· 16-18 World Series: Report date August 2nd in Newark, OH.

· Spring Meeting

· The spring meeting will be held in March or April, probably at the same location.

· Closing Remarks

· Randy thanked everyone for participating and reminded everyone to be creative to help retention.  The meeting was adjourned at approximately 1:10.
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