NORTH WASHINGTON BABE RUTH BASEBALL


FALL MEETING MINUTES

October 8, 2011 – Los Cabos Mexican Restaurant, North Bend, WA

Attendees:

Gord Welbourne (Pacific NW Regional Commissioner), Randy Boruff (State Commissioner), Brent Stenman (Assistant State Commissioner), Bill Peterson (“Special Assistant” Assistant State Commissioner), Steven Smith (Assistant State Commissioner), Jim Allen (District 1 Commissioner), Les Dow (District 3 Commissioner), Dan Estes (District 4 Commissioner), Bob Fojtik (District 4 Commissioner), Jim Marcotte (Umpire-In-Chief), Dave Johnson (Columbia Basin River Dogs), Jerry Henderson (Columbia Basin River Dogs), Russ Barker (North Kitsap Babe Ruth), Jack Nannery (North Kitsap Babe Ruth).
The meeting was called to order at 11:00 AM by State Commissioner Randy Boruff.

· Opening Remarks, Welcome & Introduction

· Randy introduced himself, and went around the room and had everyone introduce themselves.

· Randy made a point to thank Gordy Welbourne for doing a great job on the Task Force at the Ephrata World Series.

· Acceptance of Agenda

· Randy presented the meeting agenda and asked for acceptance.  There was a motion, a second, and a vote of approval (MSA).

· Secretary’s Report

· Randy asked for acceptance of the Minutes from the Spring Meeting.  There was a motion, a second, and a vote of approval (MSA).

· Financial Report

· Randy reported that there is a balance of $1,850 in the account.  Randy again stated that the balance has typically not gone below $2,200, since that was the amount in the account several years ago when Randy took over from prior State Commissioner Bob Mayer.  However, there really is no reason to keep that amount in the account.
· District Reports

· District 1: District Commissioner Jim Allen reported that their numbers are about the same as they have been in the past.  He also reported that they had no issues to report.
· District 3: District Commissioner Les Dow reported that their organizational meeting is November 10th, so he will know more about a status update after that meeting.  However, expects to have roughly 140 teams again this year.  He also made a point to comment that the national website is terrible, and the people at headquarters are very poor in returning phone calls regarding that issue.  Gordy pointed out that Colleen Higgins is the best person to talk to at headquarters regarding computer issues.
· District 4: District Commissioners Dan Estes and Bob Fojtik reported there really wasn’t much to report at this time.  Estes brought up that there were some discrepancies with League sizes, and how some of them should probably merge.  However, the Leagues are still resisting that at this time.  Fojtik indicated that he had heard from a select team with questions about Babe Ruth, and he gave them information, but has not heard back.
· District 5: District Commissioner Randy Graham was not in attendance.  State Commissioner Boruff reported that the 13 and 14 age groups are doing okay in this area, but the 15 age level is struggling.  Randy intends to talk with Randy Graham about working with some areas on being cooperative about players.
· District 6: District Commissioner Dan Peck was not in attendance.  State Commissioner Boruff said the numbers are still about the same as they were the last two years, when Spokane came back into Babe Ruth.  Boruff went with Peck to a meeting recently about adding some teams into the League.  Spokane actually had teams at all three of the State Tournaments.
· State Tournament Reports

· 13 State Tournament (Poulsbo): Tournament Director Russ Barker from North Kitsap Babe Ruth reported that the Tournament went well again, although he felt like the overall talent level was possibly a bit down.  The Seattle Bombers Navy (District 3) was the Champion and advanced to the Regional Tournament in Kennewick.
· 14 State Tournament (Wenatchee): State Commissioner Randy Boruff reported that it was a good Tournament.  Burlington (District 1) was the Champion and advanced to the Regional Tournament in Salem.
· 13-15 State Tournament (Ellensburg): State Commissioner Randy Boruff reported that it was a decent Tournament, but unfortunately it was only a 4 team Tournament.  Ellensburg (District 5) was the Champion and advanced to the Regional Tournament in Vancouver.
· 16-18 State Tournament (Kent): Assistant State Commissioner Steven Smith reported that it was a well run Tournament, despite the weather.  He gave a special shout out to the ground crew.  The Puget Sound Roxx was the Champion, and advanced directly to the World Series in Ephrata.  The Toyota Bash took second place and advanced to the Regional Tournament in Port Angeles.  The Kent Bulldogs took third place, but elected not to go to the Regional Tournament.  Kitsap Baseball took fourth place and did go to the Regional Tournament, and made it to the semi-finals of the Regional, as did the Host team from Port Angeles (Northern Washington), Wilder Baseball.
· Regional Tournament Reports

· Assistant State Commissioner Brent Stenman reported the following Regional Tournament winners:

· 13 Regional Tournament (Kennewick, WA): Meridian (Idaho) won the Tournament to advance to the World Series in Clifton Park, New York.  The Seattle Bombers from Northern Washington finished 1-3 in Pool Play and did not advance to the single-elimination portion of the Regional.
· 14 Regional Tournament (Salem, OR): Tualatin Hills (Northern Oregon) won the Tournament to advance to the World Series in Glen Allen, Virginia.  Burlington from Northern Washington finished 2-2 in Pool Play and did not advance to the single-elimination portion of the Regional.
· 13-15 Regional Tournament (Vancouver, WA): Centralia (Southern Washington) won the Tournament to advance to the World Series in Jamestown, New York.  Ellensburg from Northern Washington finished 2-2 in Pool Play and did not advance to the single-elimination portion of the Regional.
· 16-18 Regional Tournament (Port Angeles, WA): Portland (Northern Oregon) won the Tournament to advance to the World Series in Ephrata, WA.  There were three teams from Northern Washington in the Regional, and all three of them advanced to the semi-finals.  Assistant State Commissioner Steven Smith reported that the quality of baseball was very good.  Assistant State Commissioner Bill Peterson also added that Tournament Commissioner Butch Hert was a big help, as were Steven Smith and his son Steven Smith.  Even the umpiring was good!
· World Series Reports

· Assistant State Commissioner Brent Stenman reported the following World Series winners:

· 13 World Series (Clifton Park, NY): Tri-Valley, California was the winner.  East Boise from the Pacific NW Region finished 1-3 in Pool Play and did not make it to the single-elimination round.
· 14 World Series (Glen Allen, VA): Tualatin Hills, Oregon (Northern Oregon) was the winner.
· 13-15 World Series (Jamestown, NY): Tri-Valley, California was the winner (and they also won as 14’s in 2010).  Kelso from the Pacific NW Region finished 2-2 in Pool Play and did not make it to the single-elimination round.
· 16-18 World Series (Ephrata, WA): Mobile, Alabama was the winner (and they also won it in 2010.  The Host team Columbia Basin River Dogs (Northern Washington) finished 2-2 in Pool Play and did not advance.  The Puget Sound Roxx (Northern Washington) also finished 2-2 in Pool Play and did not advance.  Portland from the Pacific NW Region finished 4-0 in Pool Play and made it all the way to the final game, losing 18-0 in the Championship game to Alabama.
· Umpire-in-Chief Report

· UIC Jim Marcotte reported that he gets $500 every year from Randy to be the UIC.  He uses about $300 for equipment/uniforms/hats, and keeps the $200 for scheduling fees.  He said the 13 Tournament in Poulsbo went very well.  He said he thought the quality of play was very good.  He did have some concerns about the 14’s and the 15’s, only from the perspective of getting information from the Hosts/Tournament Directors/District Commissioners on a timely basis.  Other than that though it was fine.  The Seniors in Kent also went just fine, despite some minor issues.
· Old Business

· Number of teams participating at the 15 year old State Tournaments:
· State Commissioner Randy Boruff reported that there were only 4 teams at the 15 State Tournament.  Boruff said we obviously need to do something different to get more teams involved again at that level.  He threw out a potential suggestion that we just open it up to any Babe Ruth team that wants to come in lieu of have District Tournaments at that age level, and charging $250 per team to cover the umpire costs of whoever the Host is.  Les Dow covered some of the reasons that the teams in his District don’t go, including all of the Babe Ruth rules and paperwork, conflicts with other baseball organizations tournament trails, and just how their league and teams are set up differently than a “normal” District.  We may be able to set the date of the 15 tournament later in July than we have been, so that may allow Les Dow to send some teams from District 3.  This will be tabled until the Spring Meeting when we know the dates of the Regional Tournaments.  If moving the dates to a later date doesn’t work, we’ll probably open it up to all teams.
· New Business

· Regional (16-18) in Northern Washington in 2012:

· State Commissioner Randy Boruff announced that Kent will be the Host of the 16-18 Regional in 2012.  Randy noted that the State Tournament will be in Ephrata, will start on July 5th or 6th and finish on the 9th or 10th.
· World Series (13) in Poulsbo/Kitsap County in 2012:

· State Commissioner Randy Boruff announced that Poulsbo/Kitsap County will be the Host of the 13 year old World Series in 2012.  Co-Host President Russ Barker gave a brief status update on that effort.
· World Series (16-18) in Ephrata in 2014:

· State Commissioner Randy Boruff announced that Ephrata will be the Host of the 16-18 World Series again in 2014.  Randy was offered another World Series during the 2011 World Series, and he accepted it.
· State Tournament interest:
· District 1 Commissioner Jim Allen will check with his Leagues and see if anyone is interested in the 13 State Tournament for 2012.

· Port Angeles will Host the 14 State Tournament in 2012.

· There was no initial interest in the 15 State Tournament.  Randy Boruff suggested that perhaps Les Dow could find a Host and have 4-6 teams, and the rest of the Districts will send another 4 teams.  The State Tournament should run from approximately a range of July 18-25 time frame.
· The 16-18 State Tournament will be in Ephrata starting on July 5th or 6th and ending on the 9th or 10th.

· Regional Tournament interest:
· Port Angeles has already expressed an interest Hosting in the 15 Regional in 2013.  However, the Regional Tournaments in 2013 are all going to be held in Centralia.  Nobody else expressed any other interest in any Regional Tournaments at this time.
· Other:

· District Boundary Issues---District 1 Commissioner Jim Allen brought up an issue with some areas of Snohomish County that he’d like to stay in his District, rather than have them included in District 3---Snohomish County was moved to District 3 at the Spring Meeting.  Randy asked Jim to bring a map to the 2012 Spring Meeting so we could discuss it them.  Tabled to the Spring Meeting.
· Commissioner Elections---This is an election year for State & District Commissioners.  There was a motion, a second, and a vote for approval (MSA) for Randy Boruff to continue as State Commissioner, and all District Commissioners to continue in their positions.
· Dan Estes asked about District Champion plaques.  Randy made a point that he has failed in that area.  He asked for a volunteer to take on this task.  Assistant State Commissioner Steven Smith will take on that task moving forward.
· 2012 State Tournament Sites/Dates
· 13 State Tournament: Open at this time; No dates set at this time.
· 14 State Tournament: Port Angeles; No dates set at this time.
· 13-15 State Tournament: Open at this time---possibly somewhere in District 3; the tournament should be held sometime in the range of July 18-25 time frame.
· 16-18 State Tournament: Ephrata; July 5th or 6th through July 9th or 10th.
· 2012 Regional Tournament Sites/Dates
· 13 Regional Tournament: Meridian, ID; No known report date at this time.
· 14 Regional Tournament: The Dalles, OR; No known report date at this time.
· 13-15 Regional Tournament: Kelso, WA; No known report date at this time.

· 16-18 Regional Tournament: Kent, WA; No known report date at this time.
· 2012 World Series Sites/Dates
· 13 World Series: August 15-22; Report date August 13th in Poulsbo, WA.

· 14 World Series: August 18-25; Report date August 16th in Murray, UT.

· 13-15 World Series: August 18-25; Report date August 16th in Van Buren, AR.

· 16-18 World Series: July 28-August 4; Report date July 26th in Weimar, TX.

· Spring Meeting

· The spring meeting will be held in March or April, probably at the same location.

· Closing Remarks

· Randy thanked everyone for participating, and the meeting was adjourned at approximately 1:00.
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