NORTH WASHINGTON BABE RUTH BASEBALL


SPRING BABE RUTH BASEBALL STATE MEETING MINUTES

March 25, 2006 – Jay Berry’s Gourmet Pizza & Pasta
Attendees:

Jim Marcotte (Umpire-in-Chief), Jim Allen (District #2 Commissioner), Bob Seamons (District #6 Commissioner), Bob Fojtik (District #8 Commissioner), Bill Peterson (Assistant State Commissioner & District #4), Larry Kinney (District #3), Pete Apple (new District #3 Commissioner), Kay Blakney (District #5 Commissioner), Clyde Forester (Kirkland/Bellevue/Redmond), Brent Stenman (Assistant State Commissioner), Randy Boruff (State Commissioner), and Dan Ohlson (Southern Washington Assistant State Commissioner).
The meeting was called to order at 10:10 AM by State Commissioner Randy Boruff.

· Opening Remarks, Welcome & Introduction

· Randy welcomed everyone, introduced himself, and had everyone else do brief self-introductions around the table.  There were no representatives present from Districts #1, or District #7.
· Acceptance of Agenda

· Randy presented the meeting agenda and asked for acceptance.  There was a motion, a second, and a vote for approval (MSA).

· Secretary’s Report

· Randy asked for approval of the Fall Meeting minutes previously distributed.  MSA.

· Financial Report
· Randy presented the financial report and reported that the balance is $2,608.  Balance was $2,200 when Randy took over the State Commissioner position.  Randy asked for approval.  MSA.
· District Reports

· District #1 – Nobody present.  Randy reported that they usually have good representation at the 13 & 14 level, but Junior Legion pretty much takes the 15’s in that area.
· District #2 – District Commissioner Jim Allen reported they are pretty much in the same situation as District #1 in that Junior Legion takes the bulk of the 15’s in that area.
· District #3 – New District Commissioner Pete Apple (with help from Larry Kinney) reported that the numbers are about the same as last year at the Junior level.  The numbers are up at the Senior level.  Clyde Forester was here from the Kirkland/Bellevue/Redmond are with interest in forming a new league in that area.
· District #4 – Assistant State Commissioner Bill Peterson (sitting in for District Commissioner Dan Estes) reported that everything is pretty much status quo.  The 13 numbers are up, but the total number of teams is about the same.
· District #5 – District Commissioner Kay Blakney reported that the numbers are about the same, although AAU is taking some kids away in the Wenatchee area.  Overall the District is still very strong.
· District #6 – District Commissioner Bob Seamons reported that everything is status quo.  They pretty much run a summer program, so they are just starting registration.  He expects the numbers to be slightly down.  There is still an ongoing “battle” between Babe Ruth, Pony and Little League.
· District #7 – Nobody present.  Randy Boruff gave a brief report that Naches is hosting the 13 State Tournament.  Later in the meeting Randy will discuss combining that District with District #5.
· District 8 – District Commissioner Bob Fojtik reported that the numbers are down, particularly in Bremerton.  They have only 2 teams---one at the 13 level, and one at the 14/15 level.  Bob may discuss the possibility of either combining Bremerton with Central Kitsap, or at least let Bremerton play league games with/against Central Kitsap.  He also reported that North Mason is very interested in joining Babe Ruth, at least at the Cal Ripken level.
· Assistant State Commissioner Reports

· Bill Peterson (16-18 Assistant State Commissioner) reported that he had nothing to report.
· Brent (13-15 Assistant State Commissioner) reported that the website is up to date, and that anyone with information to go on the website should e-mail him.
· Umpire-in-Chief Report

· Jim Marcotte reviewed the information that was presented at the fall meeting.  He also reiterated that the 2-man system is $100 per game, and the 3-man system is $120 per game.  He’d like to continue with 3-man systems at the 15-18 levels, but would be willing to consider 2-man crews at the 13-14 levels if necessary.
· Old Business

· Boundary issues – Randy encouraged everyone to bring up any boundary issues if they are in the best interests of the program.  Pierce County has joined Northern Washington at the Senior Babe Ruth level.
· Age cutoff change – Brief review of the new age change effective this year, including the “swing player” option.
· New Business

· District alignment – Discussion followed about the possibility of combining District #1 with District #2, and also District #5 & District #7.  The combined District #1/2 would get 2 State Tournament berths, and the combined #5/7 would get 3 State Tournaments.  It’s possible that we may have 10 teams at the 13 & 14 State Tournament levels, and 8 teams at the 15 State Tournament level.
· Regional Tournament interest – Because of the upcoming Regional meeting in Reno, Randy needs to know now if anyone is interested in hosting a Regional Tournament in 2007.
· State Tournament Format – Randy reiterated that we will not have any more than 10 teams at any State Tournament.  We will have playoffs ahead of time if necessary.  We will stay with Pool Play at the 13-15 level.  A decision at the 16 level is yet to be determined.  We will use the double elimination bracket at the 16-18 level.
· 2006 State Tournament Sites/Dates
· 13 – Naches (District #7); July 19th – 23rd
· 14 – North Kitsap (District #4); July 19th – 23rd
· 15 – Othello (District #7); July 19th – 23rd
· 16 – Unknown at this time; July 12th – 16th
· 17/18 – Kent; July 18th – 22nd
Randy and Brent will further discuss the idea of moving one of the other tournaments (13,14 or 15) to a different week so that we don’t have more than 3 going at any one time.

Randy asked for acceptance of the dates.  MSA.

· Fall Meeting

· The Fall Meeting will probably be held at Jay Berry’s Gourmet Pizza & Pasta in North Bend on a date yet to be determined.  It will be sometime in September or October.
· Closing remarks

· Randy thanked everyone for coming, and the meeting was adjourned at 12:00 PM.
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