NORTH WASHINGTON BABE RUTH BASEBALL


SPRING BABE RUTH BASEBALL STATE MEETING MINUTES

March 22, 2003 – Redmond Inn, Redmond, WA

Attendees:

Randy Boruff (State Commissioner), Gord Welbourne (Regional Commissioner), Larry Kinney (District #3 Commissioner), Bob Sezmons (representing District #6), Bill Peterson (Assistant State Commissioner, and representing District #4), Bob Hope (Bainbridge Island President, and representing District #8), John Hinkle (Head Umpire), Jack Nannery (North Kitsap Vice-President), Ralph Milleson (North Kitsap President), Brent Stenman (Assistant State Commissioner)

The meeting was called to order at 10:10 AM by State Commissioner Randy Boruff.

· Welcome & Introduction

· Randy introduced himself, and had everyone else do brief self-introductions around the table.  There were no representatives present from Districts #1, #2, #5, or #7.

· Randy also passed out information regarding State and Regional Officials (see attachments).

· Report on Bob Mayer

· Randy sadly reported that former long-time State Commissioner Bob Mayer passed away about a month ago.  Regional Commissioner Gord Welbourne had a chance to visit with Bob shortly before his passing, and present him with a plaque inducting him in to the Pacific NW Region Roll of Honor.

· Financial Report

· Randy passed out the bank statement indicating a balance of $2,314.74.  He reported that while the record keeping isn’t exactly up to date, he feels that he must be doing okay because he started his regime with $1,895, and it’s now up to $2,318 (excess of $423 for the year).

· Randy re-stated that it costs a host league $1,000 (State fee) to host a tournament.  Therefore, the State brings in $4,000 per year from that (there is still no charge for the 16 year old tournament, although there should be more teams involved at that level now).

· Randy stressed that he feels that the important ages are 10, 13, and 16 for retention in the Babe Ruth program.

· New Business

· Randy asked for and received a motion and a 2nd to for a proposal to appoint Brent Stenman as an Assistant State Commissioner.  A unanimous yes vote followed.

· Randy and Brent jointly stated that Brent is working on getting a web site up and running for the State.  The site will be www.nwbaberuth.org, and will be modeled somewhat after the Idaho State site.  The web site is about 40% complete and Brent hopes to finish adding content within the next few weeks.  The web site design will cost $400, and there will be a monthly fee of $10.

· There was much discussion regarding the 16-18 division.  There are presently 4 districts in the State, and 50 teams in the 16-18 division.  This division is not as solid as the 13-15 division.  There are some years that there are 4 teams in the State Tournament, and other years that there are 10 teams.  Randy would like to stay consistent and keep it at 8 teams.  There was some discussion regarding the problems faced at the State Tournament in Kent last year, and more discussion about the problems (illegal teams, poor records, etc) with Les Dow in general.  Regional Commissioner Gord Welbourne reiterated that there needs to be better Tournament Documents submitted this year.  After much discussion, it was confirmed that there will be 8 berths in the State Tournament, broken down as follows: 1 berth from the Port Angeles area league; 1 berth from among Larry Kinney and Don Moe; 3 berths from Les Dow; 2 berths from Eastern Washington (1 from each league); 1 berth for the Host team.  It was also re-confirmed that Bill Peterson’s role is that of Assistant State Commissioner for the 16-18 division.

· District Commissioners Reports

· District #1---Nobody present.

· District #2---Nobody present.

· District #3---District Commissioner Larry Kinney reported that the District is doing okay financially, and gave a breakdown of the teams in each division in each league.  Redmond should have about 4 teams in the 13 division, and 5 in the 14/15 division.  Issaquah should have about 5 teams in the 13 division, and 8 teams in the 14/15 division.  Mount Rainier should have about 4 teams in the 13 division, and 2 in the 14/15 division.  Eastlake should have about 4 teams in the 13 division, and 4 in the 14/15 division.  Randy stated that he appreciates Larry’s efforts, as things have improved in this District.

· District #4---Assistant State Commissioner Bill Peterson (reporting for District Commissioner Dan Estes) reported that numbers are down in Port Angeles, that Port Townsend has opted out, and that Sequim is always a question mark.  Ralph Milleson and Jack Nannery of North Kitsap reported that they will have 5 teams in the 13 division, and 7 teams in the 14/15 division.  Bill also reported that Port Angeles will be hosting the 13 year old State Tournament.  Bill is also working on the 16-18 league in that area, and reported that so far he knows that North Kitsap will have a 16 year old team and a 17/18 year old team, and the same for Port Angeles.

· District #5---District Commissioner Kay Blakney was not present, but Randy filed a brief report.  Randy reported that District #5 is still perhaps the strongest District in the state, in large part due to the fact that there are no other competing organizations (pony, colt, etc.) in that area.  This District is the largest in the State by numbers for ages 7-18.  There is only one Little League organization in the District.  This District is always looking to host tournaments, and the people within this District are always very supportive.  Ephrata netted $12,000 at the 16-18 Regional Tournament last year.

· District #6---District Commissioner Dave Compton was not present, but sent Bob Sezmons in his place.  Bob reported that they did good last year, but that numbers are down a bit this year, although they are running a fall program now.  AAU has merged with Pony.  Everything else is status quo.

· District #7---Nobody present.  Randy filed a brief report.  He reported that there are 3 teams in the 16-18 division in Yakima, and 6-8 teams in the 13-15 division in Yakima.  Randy is possibly looking for a new potential District Commissioner.

· District 8---District Commissioner Jeff Laveson was not present, but sent Bob Hope in his place.  Bob is the President of Bainbridge Island Babe Ruth, and was able to give an update on their numbers only.  He indicated that they have expanded by 2 teams due to unexpected large numbers at tryouts.  He also said they have 2 new fields on Bainbridge Island.  Jeff Laveson will forward the numbers for the other leagues in the District.

· State Tournaments

· 13 year old Tournament will be in Port Angeles.  14 year old Tournament will be in Buckley.  15 year old Tournament will be in Ephrata.  Randy placed the names of each district in a hat, and Regional Commissioner Gord Welbourne handled the draw for each State Tournament (see brackets in Excel attachments).  Please note that the attached brackets are Official Babe Ruth Brackets, and are slightly different than what Randy had at the meeting.  Therefore, the games are in a little different order on these Official Babe Ruth Brackets----nothing has been changed, just a slightly different order of games.

· Bids for 2004 State and Regional Tournaments

· Nobody requested any Regional Tournaments for 2004.

· North Kitsap requested, and was granted, the 14 year old State Tournament to be held in Poulsbo in 2004.

· No other requests for tournaments were made.

· Closing remarks

· Randy thanked everyone for coming, and asked if everyone thought a Fall Meeting was necessary.  It was agreed that a Fall Meeting would be beneficial.  Randy said that the Fall Meeting will be held in Ellensburgh at 11:00 on a day/date yet to be determined.

1 of 3

