NORTH WASHINGTON BABE RUTH BASEBALL


FALL BABE RUTH BASEBALL STATE MEETING MINUTES

October 2, 2004 – Denny’s Restaurant, North Bend, WA
Attendees:

Jim Allen (District #2 Commissioner), Randy Boruff (State Commissioner), Dan Estes (District #4 Commissioner), Larry Kinney (District #3 Commissioner), Jim Marcotte (Umpire-in-Chief), Larry Mullen (Kirkland), Bill Peterson (Assistant State Commissioner), Rob Potoshnik (North Bend), Randy Reynolds (Kirkland), Bob Seamons (new District #6 Commissioner), Brent Stenman (Assistant State Commissioner).

The meeting was called to order at 9:30 AM by State Commissioner Randy Boruff.

· Opening Remarks, Welcome & Introduction
· Randy introduced himself, and had everyone else do brief self-introductions around the table.  There were no representatives present from Districts #1, #5, #7, or #8.

· Acceptance of Agenda

· Randy presented the meeting agenda and asked for acceptance.  There was a motion, a second, and a vote of approval (MSA).

· Secretary’s Report

· Brent presented copies of the minutes from the Spring Meeting and asked for acceptance.  MSA.

· Financial Report

· Randy presented the Financial Statement for the period 9/1/03 through 8/31/04.  The balance as of 9/1/03 was $1,889.13, and the balance as of 8/31/04 is $2,954.48.  This continues to be a nice improvement over prior years, when there was next to nothing in the account, and less than adequate reporting procedures.  Total income this year was $6,490.00 versus total expenses of $5,424.65.

· District Reports

· District #1 - Nobody present.  Randy gave a brief report indicating that the District has been very successful at the 13 and 14 levels, but still has strong competition from Junior Legion at the 15 level.

· District #2 - District Commissioner Jim Allen reported that they have a situation similar to District #1, as they lose their 15 year old players to Junior Legion.  Jim indicated that hosting the State Tournament in Anacortes was a very good experience, and that they would like to have the opportunity to do it again.

· District #3 - District Commissioner Larry Kinney reported that the District is looking at some very nice expansion.  Seattle, Kirkland, and Kenmore are all looking at joining Babe Ruth in the District.  They also experienced a degree of success at some of the State Tournaments this year.

· District #4 - District Commissioner Dan Estes reported that everything in the District is pretty much “status quo”.  He also indicated that some of the teams in the area had some nice success at the Tournament level.

· District #5 - Nobody present.  Randy reported that the District is still one of the strongest and largest in the state.  He also indicated that they had managed to snuff out an attempt by Pony League to take a stronger position within the District.

· District #6 - New District Commissioner Bob Seamons reported that Dave Compton retired, and that he (Bob) was taking his place.  Bob reported that numbers were down across the board this year due to strong competition from just about every baseball organization.  The good news is that the numbers in the Fall program are up this year.  Randy Boruff offered his help in any way to get the program running stronger.

· District #7 - Nobody present.  Randy indicated that this is a growing District, and that they may be looking to host another State Tournament next season.

· District #8 - Nobody present.  It was noted that District Commissioner Jeff Laveson may be looking for a replacement to take over his position.  It was also noted that South Kitsap out of this District won the 15 State Championship.

· State Tournament Reports

· 13 State Tournament (Anacortes) - District #2 Commissioner Jim Allen reported that the Tournament was well run, and a nice success for Anacortes.  They are interested in hosting another State Tournament.  North Kitsap (District #4 – Poulsbo) won the Tournament.

· 14 State Tournament (Poulsbo) - Assistant State Commissioner Brent Stenman reported that it was a very good Tournament, with nice competition between the defending Champions from Yakima and the host team.  He also noted that the State Umpire Crew put together by UIC Jim Marcotte did a fantastic job.  North Kitsap (District #4 – Poulsbo) won the Tournament.

· 15 State Tournament (Moses Lake) - Assistant State Commissioner Brent Stenman reported that while it was a good Tournament, it was not quite up to the usual Moses Lake standards that we’ve all come to expect over the years.  It was an entire new group of people this year.  However, by the end of the Tournament they had gained some valuable experience, and ended up doing a nice job.  The facilities and the umpiring were of very good quality.  Unfortunately there were no local teams in the finals (North Kitsap versus South Kitsap), so the crowds were not that good.  South Kitsap (District #8 – Port Orchard) won the Tournament.

· 16 State Tournament – District #3 Commissioner Larry Kinney reported that due to lack of sufficient teams (at least in part because Moses Lake hosted the 16 Regional), there was no 16 State Tournament this year.  District #3 held a local Tournament to determine the State representative.  The Mt. Rainier Knights won the Tournament.
· 17/18 State Tournament – Assistant State Commissioner Bill Peterson and District #4 Commissioner Dan Estes reported that it was a very good Tournament, with some very high quality competition.  The only issue was that the Tournament Director had not gotten a copy of the Tournament Contract, and thus did not supply the correct trophies to the winner.  There was some discussion regarding the bracket seeding, and that the Kent Bulldogs were not happy with the way the bracket was set up.  However, they were the 2nd team out of their District, so that’s why they were in the bracket they were in.  Bill also duly noted that Randy Boruff was out coached for the second year in a row in the Championship game.

· Regional Tournament Reports
· Assistant State Commissioner reported the following Regional Tournament winners:

· Beaverton (North Oregon) – 13

· North Kitsap (North Washington) – 14

· Calgary (Alberta) – 15

· Columbia Basin Jr. River Dogs (North Washington) – 16

· WSCM Seattle Sea Dogs (North Washington) – 17/18

It was noted that North Washington had the winners in 3 of the 5 age brackets at Regional Tournament level play.

· Umpire in Chief Report

· Jim Marcotte reported that everything went very smoothly this year at all of the various State Tournaments.  Everyone agreed that with some very minor exceptions the umpiring across the state was very good.  It was also noted that the new pay structure was very well received.

· Old Business
· There was no old business

· New Business

· Pool Play Tiebreaker – There was a discussion regarding the “runs allowed” portion of the Pool Play Tiebreaker situation.  Randy feels games played on the last day of Pool Play should be played a full 21 outs if the teams involved are in any type of “runs allowed” tiebreaker situation.  There was some discussion about the Pros and Cons of such a rule, and it was decided that Randy would take the issue to the Regional Meeting in Reno in the spring.

· 2005 State Tournament Sites

· Redmond (District #3) has requested and been granted the 13 State Tournament.

· Naches has been asked to host, and has inquired about hosting, the 14 State Tournament.  There has been no decision to date.  Jim Allen indicated that Anacortes (District #2) has expressed an interest in this Tournament, but this is the same age group they hosted in 2003, and Randy would not like to see the same age group going to the same location two years in a row.  Brent Stenman indicated that Poulsbo/North Kitsap (District #4) would like to host this Tournament if Naches declines.

· Port Angeles (District #4) has requested and been granted the 15 State Tournament.

· There was no decision made on a 16 State Tournament for 2005.

· The Kent Bulldogs have requested and been granted the 17/18 State Tournament.

· Closing remarks

· Randy thanked everyone for coming.  No definitive decision was made in regards to the spring meeting, although it will more than likely be held in Ellensburg, with the fall meeting to be held in North Bend again next year.
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